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STAMPEDE! is published six times a 

year and is free to club members in 
good standing.   

SJMC members are encouraged to 
contribute to this publication.  The 
classified section is open to club 

members at no cost.  Classified 
entries or articles can be 

submitted at the monthly meeting 
or mailed to the address below.  

Classified entries must be 
resubmitted for each issue of the 

newsletter.    

Sponsors are welcome to place an 
advertisement or a feature article 
that can relate to or benefit the 
club.  Please include a business 

card and/or camera ready 
artwork to the address below.  

Ads are $30 per year.  

The SJMC, a nonprofit club, meets 
on the 1st Thursday of every month 

in Vineland, NJ  Yearly dues are 
$10 and all members are required 
to belong to the Mustang Club of 

America.  

Prospective members are 
encouraged to call Emil at 609-
266-7529 or John at 609-266--

6353 for additional information 
about the club.  All year Mustang 

& Shelby owners are welcome.  
Mustang ownership is not 
required, enthusiasm is!   

C lub Officers

 

President: Emil Hibian 
Vice President: John Sugden 

Treasurer: Nancy Philipp  
Secretary: Ceal Van Leuven  

Newsletter Editor

 

Dave Wible 
6 Woodmill Dr. 

Clementon, NJ 08021 
wibled@peoplepc.com  

southjerseymustangclub.com 
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Greetings,        
First let me thank last year s officers for a job well done.  I hope our 

slate of new officers does as well.  I think we as a club are going to have 
a great year.  I plan on bringing some new ideas to the table, and hope 
we can accomplish at least some of them.  I welcome ideas from all 
members and look forward to an open dialogue at all meetings.  
       Please feel free to contact me by phone 609-266-7529 or by e-mail 
at SouthJerseyMustangClub@comcast.net  with any concerns you have. 
        I want to thank everyone who supported me for election and hope 
to earn the support of those that didn t.  If we all work together we can 
be bigger, better and more productive than ever. 
        I would welcome ideas as to new activities the members of the club 
would like to pursue.  I personally would like to do more driving activities 
as a club.  Please make your thoughts known during our meetings. 
       
                                                    Thank you,  

                                                   Emil 

PREZ SEZ  BY EMIL HIBIAN 

PAST PREZ SEZ  
BY CHARLIE VAN LEUVEN 

 

            By this time you all know that Emil Hibian is now our new 
club president and before I go I would like to congratulate him and 
wish him the best of luck in the up coming year.  I hope you all give 
him the help and cooperation that I have received in the past four 
years as president.  I would also like to thank all those who attended 
the Holiday party at Shannon s Country House on December 10 
2005.  I would like to thank Ceal for putting together another great 
party, and also Donna Sainson for the wonderful center pieces that 
were on the tables and Andy Lamb for adding the year 2005 to the 
Power Point presentation.  It s fun to look back at the last 26 years at 
all the neat things we have done and how much the club itself has 
grown.  I would like to congratulate Gail Lokaj for being chosen 2005 
Member of the Year, as far as I can remember back this honor has 
never been received by a female member so it was truly an honor to 
present it to her.  Last but not least I would like to thank all of you for 
the help and support I have received in the last four years as Presi-
dent.  I know I have said it before but I am proud to be a member of 
this club and proud to call you all friend.  Best wishes to all of you in 
the New Year.   

                                      Charlie 

SJMC ELECTION RESULTS

 

The results of the election for SJMC Officers 2006 are in; Emil Hibian 
is President, John Sugden is Vice President, Nancy Philipp is Treasurer  

and Ceal Van Leuven is Secretary.   
Lets give our support to the new officers and give a big thank you to 
last years officers especially Charlie Van Leuven for serving 4 years 

as our President! 
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SJMC 2 0 0 5 HOLIDAY PARTY  
BY CEAL VAN LEUVEN 

 
            The Holiday Party was held on December 10, 2005 at 
Shannon s Country House in Atco, New Jersey. We had 52 at-
tendees who enjoyed a great dinner and dessert buffet.  There 
was dancing and award presentation, along with a Power Point 
presentation of the last 26 years of the club.  Charlie passed on 
the gavel of power to new president Emil Hibian.  Certificates of 
appreciation were given out to the board members for 2005 
along with some thank you gifts to Joe & Theresa Rementer for 
allowing the board to hold the meetings in their home, one was 
given to Carol Lee Mallory in thanks for her work as the sun-
shine committee and one was given to Gail Lokaj for her many 
goodies prepared for the meetings 
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THE END OF THE PROP ROD!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
By Emil Hibian   

  
           I thought I would share a 

new product I have just installed 
on my car.  We all hate the prop 
rod that holds our hoods up, so 
when I found a company that had 
a hood strut kit that didn t require 
any modifications to the body or 
any holes to be drilled I had to try 
it.   
             The install is very easy, 
one bracket attaches to the two 
studs from the hood hinge and the 
other bracket attaches to the rear 

most fender bolt, once you do both sides you just snap the struts on and remove the old prop rod and your finished. 
             This is the way Ford should have done it.  This kit is available from Mustang Racing Technologies; it is listed as 
fitting 99-04 Mustangs but after looking at John Sugden s car he and I both think these will fit 94-98 cars as well. We will 
know as soon as John s kit arrives. 

 

                It wasn't long after Henry Ford began mass-producing Model T's at the turn of the century that kids 
took to sidewalks in miniature pedal cars. The steel covered toys remained high on children's wish-lists until the 
70's when the company stopped producing them.  
                 Just as the 1965 Mustang was a runaway hit, so was its counterpart pedal car, selling over 93,000 
units by Christmas of its first year in production. Four decades later, the pedal-car with the Mustang logo is back 
and demand extends beyond kids, to their parents and grand-parents as well, some of whom may have owned 
an original.  

                 "That Mustang became one of the hottest pedal cars of all time," said Mark Bentley, Ford licensing manager "At first they 
were simply toys, but now adults see them as collectables. It's a nostalgia thing."  
                 Created as a promotion, Mustang Pedal Cars sold in Ford dealerships across the United States for a discount price of 
$12.95. But plastic gained ground over metal as a material for toys in ensuing years and the Mustang's initial pedal car manufacturer 
AMF-the same company that makes bowling equipment-sold the tooling to a Mexican company. In the early 80's that company closed, 
leaving the original equipment in a warehouse, where it remained untouched for nearly 20 years.  
                 Enter Mark Luzaich in 2004. As the owner of Warehouse 36, a small company in Windsor California, Luzaich started import-
ing and producing pedal cars as collectables. Hearing about the original equipment, he flew to Mexico, bought it, and prepared to pro-
duce the original Mustang Pedal Car once again. Despite modifications for contemporary safety standards, it would be exactly the same 
with all-steel construction, adjustable rubber pedals, a clear windshield and authentic Mustang markings.  
                 The biggest difference from the original pedal car is the price. While Ford dealerships sold them at a discount, in stores, they 
retailed for $25. But just as the cost of the Mustang has increased ten-fold over the last 40 years, so too has the price of the pedal car 
which now retails for around $250.  
        The nice thing is that they re made out of steel, so when kids outgrow them their parents can save them for the grandkids, 
said Luzaich.  
                 Luzaich contacted the Ford Licensing Office for permission to market the toy as the original Mustang Pedal Car.  
                 "We were excited when they approached us, it was like finding a piece of history and bringing it back to life," said Bentley. 
Like the Mustang itself, the pedal car has always been considered an icon,

  

        But the Mustang wasn t the only icon Luzaich wanted to license. Having learned the ropes of the pedal car business, he 
wanted to try something that hadn t been seen before. Working with toy designer, Graham Metcalfe, they created a 1932 Ford Roadster 
pedal car based on the lines of what had become known as the original Deuce Coupe.

  

                 The 32 Roadster is the quintessential hot rod, said Metcalfe. We worked very hard to make sure the grill and other mark-
ings were just right. We wanted it to be very retro.

  

      Metcalfe says not only are a growing number of pedal cars being sold to car enthusiasts and their kids, there s also a grow-
ing market for hot rod shops. Hot rod designers are modifying them to look like miniature versions of their vehicles.  
      Leslie Kendall, a curator at the Petersen Auto Museum in Los Angeles, says he is not surprised by the rebirth and growing 

interest in pedal cars  
      People are just as nostalgic about pedal cars as they are the real thing because they bring back fond memories, he said. 
Besides, they re easier to maintain, don t require oil changes, and they re decorative.

 

THE RETURN OF THE MUSTANG PEDAL CAR 
By Michael Collins, FCN 



January

 
14-15                 Motorsports 2006  
                         Ft. Washington Expo Center  
                         Ft. Washington, PA  

June

 

2-4                     Carlisle All-Ford Nationals   
                         Carlisle, PA  
                         For info, go to www.carsatcarlisle.com  

30-July 2           SAAC-31 Annual Convention  
                         Virginia International Raceway  
                         Danville, VA  
                         For info, go to www.saac.com  

July

 

14-16                 MCA National  
                         Sturbridge, MA  
                         For info, go to www.mustang.org  

August

 

11-13                 MCA National  
                         Erie, PA  
                         For info, go to www.mustang.org  

September

 

1-3                     MCA 30th Anniversary Celebration  
                         Barber Motorsport Park  
                         Birmingham, AL  
                         For info, go to www.mustang.org  
              
             
*            Denotes Club Activity 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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NEXT CLUB MEETINGS ARE ON 
FEBRUARY 2 & MARCH 2.  

FOR INFORMATION ON OTHER 
EVENTS IN THE AREA, CHECK  

http://www.cruisinnews.us 

Garden State 
Mus t an g C l ub Fal l 

Drag Race 
BY DAVE WIBLE 

 

                I tried to do my 
best to uphold the honor 
of the South Jersey Mus-
tang Club in the face of 
our fellow Mustangers up 
north but I failed...  
                On Saturday 
November 5th, I went to 
Englishtown for the GSMC 
Fall Drag Race.  There 
were 8 of us; 7 from the 
Garden State Mustang 
Club and me.  The track 
gave the club their own 
staging lane and their own 
eliminations.  We each ran 

3 time trials; I beat a new GTO in one of them.    
                Then 
came the first 
round of elimina-
tions.  I was up 
against a '94 
Mustang V-6 
Convertible.  
Since it was a 
bracket race, he 
had the head 
start.  I left the 
line afterwards 
with a great re-
action time (.027), had my best 60' time (2.2) and 
caught him before the finish line, running my best ET 
ever (14.26 with a engine that was missing at high 
RPMs) BUT my dial was a 14.30, so I lost in the first 
round.  

               I can't 
do this alone.  
Hopefully I can 
get some club 
members to come 
with me for the 
next race in the 
spring and help 
defeat the North-
erners.  The south 
(Jersey that is) 
shall rise again! 


